
 

 

THAMES SAILING CLUB 
PATRON HRH: THE PRINCE PHILIP DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

Newsletter — November 08 

Dear TSC Members,  

There is a bumper pack of information included in this months e-vine. Many thanks to all the com-

ments on last months edition; they are warmly welcomed. As many of your are well aware sailing has 

stopped for the winter, this doesn’t mean that there is nothing going on at the club, see details below 

for more. I hope you enjoy November 08’s edition.  

Melanie 
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Upcoming Events 
Prize Giving 
Another chance to let your 
hair down TSC style. If you 

didn't make it to last year's 
bash - well you don't want to 

miss this one. It's going to be 

another black tie event, so 

shake off those glad rags. 

Look out for tickets going on 
sale in the new few weeks.  

Letters have gone out and this 
is, like last year, a ticket only 
event and there is a limitation 

on the numbers. See the Rear 
Commodore for tickets or post 

back your cheques ASAP. 
 

Rater AGM: Sunday 16th 

November: 15:00 
Annual meeting for the Rater 

Association. One of the main 

aims of this meeting is to elect 
the Rater Captain for the next 

year. In addition to discussing, 
voting on, accepting or reject-

ing any changes to the rules.  
 

Tuesday Night is Movie 

Night 
Our glorious Rear Commodore 

has another tantalising array 
of Tuesday night events to 
tickle your fancy over the 

dark, cold winter months. Just 
because there is no sailing 

doesn’t mean that nothing is 
going on—come along and find 
out.  
 

Christmas Lunch: Sunday 

7th December 
Time to celebrate 
Christmas with 

our fellow TSC 
members, eat, 

drink and pull 
crackers too. 
Please let Gill 

(food@thamessailingclub.co.u
k) or add your name to the list 

on the board at the club if 
you’d like to attend.  
 

Children’s Christmas Party: 
Saturday 13th December 

(Lunch) 
A brief notice to 
let you know 

that it’s nearly 
time for the Kids 

Christmas Party. 
If you have chil-
dren who are 

(Continued on page 2) 
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interested in attending please 

let Sue Williams (sewil-
liams@hotmail.com). 
 

Christmas Draw: Saturday 
13th December (Evening) 

The big one; the time of the 
year that we 

ask our mem-
bers to dig 
down deep in 

their pockets 
to raise some 

money for the 
club. There 

are two sections to this eve-

ning; the auction of kindly do-
nated items from the mem-

bers and a lucky dip section; 
where members can purchase 
tickets and get what comes 

out of the pot :-). 
       

 

News/Reports 
Bond Holders Supper 

The Bond Holders Supper was 
started after TSC bought the 

freehold to the 

land and build-
ings the club 

stands upon to-
day from Thames 
Water on 26th 

October 1992. 
The club did not have the 

money in the bank to buy the 
freehold, so raised it by issu-
ing a number of £250 Bonds 

to. Many members stepped up 
to purchase these which en-

abled the club to secure the 
freehold. In celebration of this 

the Bond Holders Supper was 
started and each year all the 
names were put into a hat and 

approximately 15 were drawn 

out to be paid back. It took 10 

years to clear the debt, how-
ever, we still meet to remem-

ber this momentous point in 
our history. 
 

There was a lighter turn out 
this year, but some great 

speeches and many memories 
recounted for those of us 
(myself included) who were 

not there to witness the in-
credible achievements of the 

club. 
 
The club will always be eter-

nally grateful to those Bond 
Holders, whom without we 

would not be in such a fortu-
nate position today. 

 
I’d like to thank Justin Dunn 
for answering all my annoying 

questions about the Bond 
Holders for this little sum-

mary.  
 
Dennis Peters Trophy and 

Rater Lunch 
The Dennis Peters Trophy and 

Rater Lunch were held on the 
same day this year. For 2008 
the incumbent Rater Captain 

decided upon a slightly differ-

ent format from last year; 
whereby the helm is handi-
capped. We had three back to 

back races and whilst the be-
ginning of the morning it was 

looking very dull and dreary; 

the wind picked up and it be-

came very interesting.  
 

First: Sam Christie 
Second: Bess Rhodes 
 

TSC Sustainability and De-
velopment Group 

Melanie Hardman, Gill Cryer 
and Ian Pratt have taken upon 
themselves, and will be calling 

upon the membership in the 
near fu-

ture, to 
aid with 
the crea-

tion of a 5 
year plan 

to: 
 

1. Safeguard the future of 
the club, 

2. Help achieve a common 

sense of purpose 
3. Help successive Commit-

tees to sustain and de-
velop the club 

 

We’re putting together a Fi-
nancial Plan, a People Plan, a 

Physical Asset Plan and an 
Other Asset Planning (this in-
cludes the document amnesty, 

website etc.) 
 

TSC Members in the Press 
Congratulations to Kevin Pear-
son who has being doing TSC 

proud in his laser; recently 
Kevin has competed at  the 

Laser Masters Inland Champi-
onship at Oxford Sailing club, 
coming fourth over all and 

winning the Grand Master title 
in his radial and at IBRSC’s 

open event coming a 5th 
overall in his full rig Laser.  
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New Member Buddies 

Wanted  

We have been very lucky this 

year to have many new mem-
bers join the sailing 

club. As a relatively 
new member myself I 
know how difficult it is 

to “get your feet under 
the table” unless you 

aren’t shy and retiring 
(like myself!). I’m 
therefore looking for 

some established 
members to put them-

selves forward to be a 
“new member buddy”. 
We’ll assign you one 

of our recent new 
members and all you’ve have 

to do is give them a call occa-
sionally to drag them down 
the club, be a friendly face, 

someone they can make a bee 
line towards at the club house 

and introduce them to other 
members they might not 
know. How nice would it have 

been if you’d had someone 
like that when you joined? Let 

me know if you think you can 
help. 
 
       

 

Notices  
Sail Training 2009 - New 
Dates Published for 2009 

The dates for 2009 are as fol-
lows: 

Spring 25-26th 

April and 2nd-
4th May. 

Summer: 8-12th 
August 

General Committee Min-

utes, July 2008 
See the back of the e-vine for 

this information.  
 
Document Amnesty 

As part of 
the TSC 

Sustainabil-
ity and De-
velopment 

Group we 
are offering 

a document amnesty to any 
member who has historic in-
formation, be it documents, 

photo’s, anything, please get 
in touch with Mel Hardman 

(melanie.hardman@gmail.com 
or 07733220175) 

 
TSC Calendar 2009 
Next year’s calendar is nearly 

ready; I’m 
not going 

to spoil the 
surprise…. 
But it’s a 

good one 
this year. 

Watch this space for more de-
tails on when they are ex-
pected to arrive.  

 
Bridge Club: From Monday 

12th Jan 2009 
I’m not sure if any of your 
knew, but we actually have a 

Bridge Club running on a Mon-
day night. They are looking for 

some new blood and can pro-
vide lessons 
too. The next 

session will 
start from 

Monday 12th 
January 2009.  

The lessons are £10 per per-

son and that covers your at-
tendance for 5 weeks. It starts 

at 19:00, running for 30 min-
utes. If you just want to play 
there is a £1 fee per game to 

cover tea, cards, pencils and 
this is from 

19:30—
22:00.  
 

If you are 
interested in 

either learn-
ing to play or joining the 
group as a player please con-

tact Erica Whitehead on 0208 
399 8443.  
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Dates for your Diary 
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Minutes of the General Committee Meeting  

Held at 20:00 Wednesday 23rd July 2008  

Present 

Commodore, Vice Commodore, Rear Commodore, Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Secretary, Honorary 

Membership Secretary, Honorary Bar Secretary, Honorary Publicity Secretary, Honorary House Officer, 

Honorary Sailing Secretary Justin Dunn 

Apologies  

Honorary Catering Chair, Melanie Hardman, Ian Pratt, Steve Dunn, Graham Bartholomew, 

 

Walk in day 

To be held on Sunday 3 August. RYA on board will help with publicity. 

In hand 

Electrical Work 

Complete 

Membership Matters & Payments 

Proposed Tony Weston, seconded the Commodore carried 

  

Club Strategy 

Ideas were requested to go into the club strategy, see attached list 

  

Vintage Regatta’s Plans 

Vintage regatta entries expected to be between 10 & 20. 

Times and notice of race have been publicised 

There will be race commentary on Sunday 

Spectators to be requested not to use club facilities 

Race starts to be downstream, from Cora, if practical. Spritzer to be used as a safety boat 

  

Vice Commodore, Rear Commodore & Honorary Publicity Secretary to co ordinate 

Summer Party 

Two jazz bands and a Radio Jackie DJ 

Cash payments will be made and receipts of cash payments to be requested. Invoices to be created 

   

New Member elections 

Derek Duxberry—Approved 

Julian Cocker—Approved 

Ann Ferguson, - further information required (Vice Commodore) 

Emma Smyth—Approved 

Jock Wishard, social membership—Approved 

 

Sail Training 

Only seven people on sail training course at present (Vice Commodore) 

Future Repairs & Development. 

£12,000 agreed at AGM for car park security. Prices being sought for an earth anchoring position Alter-

native costs provided by Vice Commodore, cost £12,000 

  

Any other business 

• Cover for Cora (Sailing committee) 

• Repair of dishwasher c£300 (Honorary House Officer) 

• Rat bait has been put out (FYI) 

• Alarms and fire extinguishers have been certified for another year (FYI) 
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• Honorary Bar Secretary will not stand for a further term next year. We would like to thank the 

Honorary Bar Secretary for the magnificent job that he has done. 

• Checklist to be provided for bar duties (Honorary Bar Secretary) 

• Ravens Ait want to use the car park on Tuesday 18 August. It is also a sailing night, so spaces will 

be allocated on a first come first served basis (FYI) 

• Jeanette complained that the kitchen sink was not left in a clean and tidy state. 

• Honorary Membership Secretary will provide updated membership list if required for legitimate 

club business. Telephone list to be provided. (Honorary Membership Secretary) 

• Cora being used on Sundays for jollies on Sundays. Cora should remain here for rescue details 

(Sailing Committee to discuss) 

• Bob Sheppard to be thanked for his painting (Honorary Secretary) 

• Chiller fan runs constantly, compressor only kicks in when temperature needs adjusting 

 

Closed 

 

Meeting Closed at: 21:50  

Next Committee Meeting on 16th September 2008 @ 20:00  

Copy to: Trustees  

Paper copies for  

Honorary Bar Secretary  

Honorary Treasurer  

Tony Weston  

 
Finally…. There are two beers are going free (thanks for Justin Dunn) for the first person to email me 

back after having read this !!! 
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